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OPINION

Go away and hide, President Trump,
because you botched the handling of
COVID-19 except for one teensy thing:
starting Operation Warp Speed to devel-
op vaccines faster than history allows.

Well, yes, the Pfizer Inc. pharmaceu-
tical company right now has the leading
one and pretty soon it could start pro-
tecting as many as 25 million lives. But
look, Warp Speed is only providing $1.95
billion to the company for millions of
doses it plans to distribute for free
around the country; and therefore, you
should admit guilt, hide your head in
shame and take no credit for saving any-
one.

It is amazing, utterly amazing that,
no matter what Trump accomplishes,
he hasn’t done it, at least not in the eyes
of regressive progressives, pseudo-in-
tellectuals and some supposedly fair
media analysts forever putting monster
masks on friendly facts. And yet, for all
of his front-page flubs, he has moved
decisively and with impact on the virus
from early on. Trump and his team
worked with governmental agencies,
scientists, universities and eager-bea-
ver foreign and national pharmaceutical
companies to get a reputable vaccine
and get it in a hurry.

It was almost as if Trump transmitted
his own relentless energy into the pro-
ject as unneeded regulatory hindrances
were removed from the scene and new,

more efficient methods of checking
safety and effectiveness were devel-
oped. 

The government also entered pub-
lic-private partnerships in which it has
spent billions on research and produc-
tion. Pfizer said it would pay for its own
production but would happily accept a
couple of billion dollars as the govern-
ment purchases and delivers free dos-
es. That’s what really counts: the vac-
cination, not the vaccine.

And this kind of delivery guarantee
can keep a company plugging away if
things get tough. Moderna, an Amer-
ican firm that did get Warp Speed pro-
duction funding, has announced its
success, too, and some say the com-
bined dosage could be enough to save
the world.

Naturally enough, Trump’s Twitter-
encouraged enemies – in politics, on
the internet, in publications, behind
bushes and starring in Hollywood –
don’t want to grant him an inch. It has
erroneously been made to sound as if
Pfizer benefitted in no important way
from Warp Speed, and a number are
upset that deliveries are expected by
the end of this year. Their argument is
that the Trump administration won’t
do the checking correctly and we
should all wait for Joe Biden to be in
charge even if the virus is right now
surging wildly. See how much they
love you.

There are many people deserving
our gratitude, and the president is one
of them, no matter how hard that is to
believe.

Jay Ambrose writes for Tribune
News Service.
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November, designated as Epilepsy
Awareness Month, is a time when or-
ganizations like JoshProvides Epilepsy
Assistance Foundation share statistics
– such as the facts that 1 in 26 people will
have a seizure during their lifetime and
epilepsy is the fourth-most-common
neurological disorder.

Awareness means education and
that can be very personal. Today, I want
to make this personal by putting a face
to epilepsy and highlighting the story of
Brooke, a daughter, wife, mother, friend
and employee. Brooke also has epilepsy
and that has turned her life upside
down.

Diagnosed at age 22, Brooke experi-
ences multiple convulsive epileptic sei-
zures that incapacitate her. Her memory
is impaired. She cannot drive until she is
six months seizure-free. She forgets
more than she remembers about her
daughter's first steps and first words.
Surgery was supposed to help control
her seizures. Today, she still takes 12 dif-
ferent medications daily.

JoshProvides Epilepsy Assistance
Foundation was founded in 2008 to im-
prove the quality of life for individuals
diagnosed with epilepsy or other sei-
zure disorders. Last year, JoshProvides
awarded 161 direct assistance grants to
children, families, and individuals. Fre-
quent grant awards are assistance with
seizure alert and detection devices;

trained service dogs; transportation
and medical services.

During COVID-19, the families who
turn to JoshProvides have suffered
from increased isolation, job furloughs
and loss of employment. Several have
contracted the coronavirus, and finan-
cial resources are limited. Thanks to
the support of local businesses, foun-
dations and individual donors, Josh-
Provides has been able to help fill the
gap to ensure no one is without their
anti-seizure medication, transporta-
tion and basic groceries.

Broad-based community aware-
ness has been possible through A
Community Thrives online campaign
sponsored by USA TODAY, Gannett
Foundation and locally through the
Herald-Tribune. ACT provided a na-
tional platform for JoshProvides to
educate the public about epilepsy and
raise more than $7,500 to support
families who turn to us for help and
hope.

Brooke has found a support net-
work through JoshProvides: people
who understand and know what she
experiences and how she feels. And
she has access to resources that help
her manage her seizures.

“I can be myself," she says. "People
listen and they understand. I am not
alone."

Yes, 1 in 26 people will have a seizure
during their lifetime and Brooke is one.
For information visit our website,
JoshProvides.org.

Andria Keil Bilan is CEO of the Josh-
Provides Epilepsy Assistance Founda-
tion in Sarasota.
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The Pfizer vaccine, along with its
successors, is a very good thing for the
U.S. and the world. Yet it’s also likely to
reshape America in some unsettling
ways, segregating society more tightly
into rational and irrational respond-
ers, especially in the short run.

The first issue will be how Ameri-
cans respond over the course of the
next few months. Simple logic sug-
gests that when a good vaccine is
pending, you should play it much saf-
er. Instead of putting off that vacation
indefinitely, just wait until you’re vac-
cinated, possibly as soon as next sum-
mer. In theory that should be an easier
adjustment to make, as indicated by
what economists call “intertemporal
substitution”: waiting for a short time
is easier and less costly than waiting
for a long time.

Many people will behave in such a
rational fashion. But many will instead
take more risk.

The giddiness occasioned by a vac-
cine might have some counterintuitive
and negative effects. As the prospect
of a post-COVID America becomes
more vivid, the temptations of going
out and socializing now will become
more powerful. Once people start
thinking about the imminent prospect
of partying and fine dining, they might
find it harder to resist the idea of just
going ahead with it now, despite the
higher risk.

Of course, some truly rational and
forward-looking people will realize
that some of their friends and contacts
will behave in this less responsible
manner. The more rational among us
thus will take greater care to avoid
those whom they do not trust, as well
as those who have front-line service
jobs and thus cannot avoid contact
with these less responsible individ-

uals. The rationalists will cocoon them-
selves more, most of all from strangers
and known irrationalists.

Another possibility is that norms of
social scorn will weaken, and confusion
will reign for a while. Currently, if you
shop without a mask or hog the middle
of the jogging path in the park, you will
be asked to leave or given dirty looks.
These are healthy social reactions that
help to keep the virus under control.
Will that remain the case once 10% or
20% of the population has been vacci-
nated?

Many of them will take off their
masks in public spaces. Will you still be
so inclined to give non-mask-wearers
dirty looks? Their behavior might be
just fine and pose no risk to others or
you. And the vaccinated will themselves
be less likely to give dirty looks to other
non-mask-wearers, because they will
not personally feel so threatened.

In other words, some highly useful
norms may end up weaker during the
transition phase. The possibility of such
situations — the fear of the unknown —
will make rational, unvaccinated people
all the more determined to limit their so-
cial interactions, at least for a while.

These forms of segregation will be
reinforced by the economics of the vac-
cine. The Pfizer vaccine requires ex-
treme cold storage at about minus 70
degrees Celsius, so many communities
will receive the vaccine much more
slowly. COVID-19 might persist as a
largely rural phenomenon. Colleges and
universities will demand that all stu-
dents and faculty and staff be vaccinat-
ed. Thus a vaccine divide will form be-
tween educated and non-educated
young Americans.

It almost goes without saying, of
course, that a partially vaccinated pop-
ulation is far better than no vaccine at
all. So celebration is entirely appropri-
ate. But along the way we are going to
face a new set of problems, and now is
the time to start thinking about them.

Tyler Cowen, a Bloomberg Opinion
columnist, is a professor of economics at
George Mason University.
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