ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT SEIZURE DETECTION & RESPONSE DOGS
Thank you very much for reaching out to JoshProvides in regard to a seizure
response dog. Here are some notes we have put together that may be helpful to you:
If you have not yet done so, we suggest you first have a conversation with your
neurologist, make sure a seizure dog is truly a good fit, and that you understand
your expectations versus what a dog might really be able to do.
There are seizure "response" dogs and seizure "detection" dogs. Most are
response dogs. This means that when a seizure occurs, the dog may be trained to
lick you while you are having a seizure, go find an adult, or some dogs are trained to
trigger some kind of alert. Only a small percentage of dogs are detection dogs and
are able to sense ahead of time that a seizure is coming on (which is what most
families really want). This is something that occurs naturally and in time and not
something that can usually be taught. It is important to understand the difference
between the two dogs and find a trainer with experience with the appropriate
training for the type of dog your family desires. Here are a few other notes:
•

•

•

First, you should do your research online and find a trainer/company you feel
comfortable with - check their references, talk with people who have had
a dog trained by them, and don't just go by what is printed on their website. Look
for complaints, reviews, and any information that can be found. * We would
suggest you also find out how many seizure dogs the organization has trained and
speak to the families that received the dogs. This is a very specific specialty
training and it is much different than obedience or service dog training.
Once you have decided on a trainer, you should talk with them about the best
breed and age for the ideal dog. You have the option of having the trainer get
a dog for you, which is part of the expenses. However, you might also find a
great dog at a shelter or animal rescue organization. Then, you only have to pay
for the training. But there are some breeds with better temperaments, more
amenable to training, etc. There is also a specific age of dog that is best to start
training.
Another factor to consider is timing. Getting a dog can be quite a lengthy process.
It may take 1-2 years to have a dog trained (typically it is a three-art process: first
they receive obedience training, then service dog training, and lastly seizure
response training). If a company tells you they can train a dog in a shorter amount
of time, again - check them out and talk to families who have received their dogs.
This is not a short training process and the average time is 18-24 months. The
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•

training has to be long enough to include obedience and service dog training, but
then also incorporate teaching a dog to identify and respond to seizure activity
and then to be able to specifically identify your specific seizures and respond
appropriately.
In addition to purchasing the dog and training, there are also costs to maintain a
service dog. There is health insurance, renewal service dog registration, regular
veterinarian check-ups and vaccinations, quality food and treats, etc.
And lastly, these dogs become working, service dogs. It may feel like they are a
part of the family, but there will be strict instructions as to how the dog must be
treated, how it will interact with your child and members of the family, etc. There
have been situations where an individual or family paid a lot of money to have
a dog trained, waited over a year to be able to take their dog home. Then, they
played with the dog, treated him/her like a pet, and did not stick to the routines
established by the trainer. The dog then forgets how to react appropriately when
their owner has a seizure because they don't understand when they are
"working" and when they are not.
These are just some factors for you to consider as you make a final decision
regarding the purchase of a dog. In terms of cost, the average (although there are
higher and lower prices) is $7,500 - $15,000. I have attached a copy of our
application for financial assistance. We do support the purchase of a dog when we
are able to and when a physician has agreed that it is a good fit for the applicant.
Unfortunately, we are a small organization, so the maximum grant we currently
allocate is up to $2,500 (if the application is approved by our review committee).
Our $2,500 (or the amount that is approved) is paid as the last $2,500 owed on the
balance of the dog/trainer and is paid directly to the trainer when the dog is ready
to be picked up by the family.
In addition, we are happy to advise you on fundraising activities and social media
platforms to help your family raise the balance of the funds needed. We also have
an online peer to peer fundraising program you can use which enables you to send a
request for donations by email to your friends, family, etc. However, it is your
responsibility to promote and manage this fundraising program once we help you
establish the campaign.
This was a long email with a lot of information. Please read it over a couple of times
and then let us know how we can best support your efforts. I have attached a copy of
our application to this email.
We wish you and your family the very best and hope to have the opportunity to
support your needs. Please email us at info@JoshProvides.org if you have additional
questions or need more information.

